April 21, 2019 .

1w new offer by the Superfund negodiators to establish g fund

e partially defray the cost of a restored Upper Silver Bow Creek

i 1 stepein the right divection in the cleanup provess. But i is
facking, in substance and specifics, and must besignificantly mod-
fed 1 the negetiators hope o obhsdn comumunity sppeovsd for Hhe
eopring Butie Hill consent decres,

11 4 letter o the community group Bestore Our Creek Coalition,
signed by represendatives of Atlantie Richfi 1d, Butte~-Silver Bow,
the state of Mondans andd the BPA, the negotiators putlined s planto
set aside money to be paid by Atlantic Richficld to partially fund a
ssare-msde creek, calling the plan a *good ~falth demonstration of
o Intent™ to meet conitnmity deshres on the creek,

But it is significantly fawed:

- First, the offer leaves #up o Restore Our Creek or other com-
munity groups to raise the vest of the money for the project, Sin
the letter did not specify how much money would be set aside, oy
how el imoney experts believe wonld be neaded in total, there is
oo certainty — or even an estimate — of how mach money the nego-
Hators wondd expect oftizens o cough up For something that sﬁz}tﬁld
be provided and fonded i full as pard of this spreament, That i ure
acceplabls on its face. Why shoudd the communiby pay for what s an
fitegral part of a restored post - damage snviromoe st ¥

- menovad, the negotidors have balked ab spending any currently
gvailable dollars to do the needed engineering and 2 feasibility stody
v o determine exactly how such a creel would 8 into the current
restorativet plans. That is not even permy-wise ared povnd fondish,
IFs st plaln ridicslows. Why put money into g fund for 2 profect
before even delermining whether the project is viable? The amount
needed B do the requisite study would by sl socourds be less than
F100,000 and probably closer to $50,000, 1 this englnesring, design
and feasthility review is not done now the CD parties sre asking the
cmmnmi-y o by 8 pig In a poke when I comes o g restored creek.

Chiee agabn, we are asking for the negotiators bo walk the walk, If
the creskis not incormpatible with current plans, prove it The only
way is to do this engineering and feasibility work,

For months ngw, Hhe negotistors have boen carebully and con-
sistently avoiding this potut, resorting to non-answers Hke "We
heleve nothing In the sgreetnent In principde preciudes the vislonof
acreek! Ithe engineering for this creek had been fonded at the ou
set of the process of des gnin # the overall restoration phm seetiined
i the agreement in prineiple, 3 would be done by mow, This must be
done without de Jay.

Thivd, the tHmetable for all of this s complebely elastie. The -
substantisted and, ooy view, ncorrect cladm that water for a cregk
wontld not be available ot MR s done mining Is no excuse for not
doing the minimal work to meke the plan for s creelin the corridor
aﬁgﬁn ite and setionable.

- Fonrth, the offer s as Igroerded as the rest of the clemuap.
Hecanse the shate moved untlaterally Yo remove the Parrot tailings
after Atlantic Richfleld and EPA sald it wasr™t niecessary - a deci~
ston fh.a% 4% voonpsetely validated by the results of the Phase
: cwhich found far more wasts and more serious pol-
fution th‘;&ﬁ expected ~ EPA and Arco aren™ workdng with the stale
and Butte-Silver Bow to provide aosingle viston of the corridor from
‘Texas Avenus to the confluence with Biackial Cresle, This copmmu-
nby-driven oresh inibiative 3 3 perfect apportunity to ondfy sl of
the negotistors behind 2 comprebensive and inchishye community
vision.

While we appreciate the real progress that has been shorwn over
the past vear and 4 half, we hope that bnmediate sdeps sre taben by
the consent-decree parties o strengthen this offer.
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